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Guiding Principles for Cell Salvage

This work was developed by the NZ Cell Saver Lead Group, under the leadership of Karen Bennett. This group is dedicated to improving the safety, consistency, and
quality of intraoperative cell salvage practice across Aotearoa. Their collaborative effort represents an important step toward building a cohesive, nationally
aligned framework for cell salvage.

NZATS would like to acknowledge and thank Karen and the entire Cell Saver Lead Group for their dedication, expertise, and the significant amount of work that has
gone into shaping these principles. Their contribution is invaluable, and we look forward to continuing to support and strengthen this national approach.

Training Providers are encouraged to ensure users complete an initial academic training e.g. autotransfusion course
https://anzcp.org/education/anzcp-autotransfusion-course/

And then an annual competency-based assessment e.g. company inhouse training, online module, wet lab
training in-house

Machines Preferable to have only one type of machine in a department

Lead Appointment of a Cell Saver lead — SMO and/or Registered Health Professional

Audit Department Annual Clinical audit with recommendations and feedback to users and quality department
Policy A policy/guideline/procedure capturing principles and setup for

1. Patient groups e.g. obstetrics, continuous set-up e.g. Jehovah Withess/religious beliefs
2. Malignancy

3. Filters

4. Transfers bags if desired

5. Swab washing
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6. Clinical Decision-making process for returning of reinfusion blood

7. Minimum number of full processing episodes or training in-house e.g. wet lab per annum for
credentialled staff (recommendation from Australian Blood Authority). There is currently no NZ Blood
Service recommendation.

Obstetrics

Policies vary around the motu. If you are developing a new policy and you require assistance in this regard,
either contact the NZATS email or the Cell Saver Lead group forum.
Intra-operative cell salvage in obstetrics (5).pdf

Orthopaedics/General Surgery

Policies vary around the motu. If you are developing a new policy and you require assistance in this regard,
either contact the NZATS email or the Cell Saver Lead group forum.

Review

To ensure policies are reviewed based on (inter)national evidence and are incorporated into policy and
guidelines

Lead Cell Saver Group Meetings

To meet biannually, one day prior to the NZATS annual conference
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