
Q’s and A’s  for PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION 
Why do I have to be registered with MSC?
Under the HPCA Act 2003 anyone who calls themselves an Anaesthetic Technician must be registered with the Medical Sciences Council.
What is an APC?
An APC is an annual practising certificate that is issued by MSC.  To be able to practise as of 1/4/12 as an Anaesthetic Technician you must first be registered with the MSC and hold an APC.
How do I get my Registration and APC?
Information on registration and obtaining an APC is available on the MSC website.  Closing date for applications for an APC is 2/3/12 for the year commencing 1/4/12.
As I’m a Trainee do I need to register with MSC?
No, only qualified Anaesthetic Technicians are required to be registered with MSC and hold an APC.  However Trainees must be registered with NZATS.
 What benefit is there for registered Anaesthetic Technicians to be members of NZATS?
- supports its members and advises on matters relating to our profession. 
- Holds education days/regional meeting s to support professional development. 
- convenes the annual Anaesthetic Technician conference
- sponsors the Basil Hutchinson Annual Award
- advises/works alongside the academic provider (AUT) on the provision of a relevant pathway for the training of anaesthetic technicians.
- has a website and newsletter for members
- is in the process of making an application to MSC to provide professional development to meet APC requirements.
Are the costs of MSC registration, APC and NZATS membership reimbursed?
This depends on your collective agreement.  The PSA collective covering Allied Health and Technical has provisions for all 3 to be fully reimbursed by your employer including your NZATS membership of $100. There may be variations depending on the DHB you work for so check out your contract.  Private hospitals may have provisions for reimbursement.
