Examination Report Feb/ March 2011
Part 1: Multiple Choice Questions (MCQ’s)
34 candidates sat the MCQs, all achieving above the 75% pass mark. 
The papers were sat at either the candidates’ own hospital or within their region. 

The process appeared to go well with no negative feedback from centres or co-ordinators.
Part 2: Objective structured clinical examination (OSCE’s)
Held at the Wakefield Private Hospital in Wellington. The venue worked extremely well, with tremendous support from Janet Wright, Charge Anaesthetic Technician, who helped with initial candidate orientation the day before and then provided assistance to the examiners and candidates throughout the day. Thank you.
35 Candidates presented for this part, with 1 of the candidates being a retake from a previous exam. This was the biggest number of candidates to date.

The candidates were spilt into 3 groups and were given different times to report to the venue in an attempt to reduce the waiting time at the venue. I believe this system worked well. 
The use of ‘rest areas’ within the circuit meant that both candidates and examiners had the opportunity for respite during what always proves to be a long and tiring day.. The feedback from candidates reinforced this view; “It gave us time to regroup our thoughts, go to the bathroom and just unwind a little”
29 Candidates passed the part 2 registration exam. This gave an almost 83% pass rate.
Each station was designed to name then test or prepare some equipment that is usually handled by technicians. 
Some points of concern:

· The depth of knowledge of the candidates with regard to paediatric anaesthesia.

·  Insufficient knowledge relating to the safe positioning of patients for surgical procedures.

· Basic life support (BLS). 
In light of the apparent weakness in BLS, it has been agreed by the NZATS Executive that all students presenting for the Registration Examination must produce a current CPR Certificate; Current meaning - no less than six months old, Level 4 or above.
Students will need to ensure they are up to date with the current guidelines that govern our practice.

The examiners also raised concerns about to the lack of structure of some of the answers given by candidates; students should be encouraged to practice structuring their answers.
In addition, future candidates should be encouraged to look around at the equipment that they use routinely and to ensure they have a full understanding of the function and potential complications of each. 
I wish to thank all those involved in the examination process for giving up your own time to ensure the on going development and strengthening of our profession.
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