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The current NZATS examiners are :

Andrew Ditchburn                                      Technician

Andrew Warmington                                  Anaesthetist

Brenda Knowles                                        Technician 

Carolyn Fowler                                          Anaesthetist

Hamzi Mahagna                                        Technician

Heather Godfrey                                        Technician
Julie Bromley                                              Technician

Katherine Hepworth                                   Technician

Kaylene Henderson                                    Technician

Kim Draper                                                 Technician

Krish Nayar                                                 Anaesthetist

Lyall Trethowen                                          Technician
Malcolm Stuart                                            Anaesthetist

Mark Chapman                                           Anaesthetist

Michelle Atkins                                           Anaesthetist

Nicola Smith-Guerin                                  Technician

Phil Eames                                                 Anaesthetist

Stephanie Lewis                                         Technician

Ted Hughes                                                Anaesthetist

It’s been another busy year with exams and at the beginning of the year we had a record number of candidates applying to sit. The candidates were spilt into 3 groups and were given different times to report to the venue in an attempt to reduce the waiting time at the venue. I believe this system worked well. 

The use of ‘rest areas’ within the circuit meant that both candidates and examiners had the opportunity for respite during what always proves to be a long and tiring day.. The feedback from candidates reinforced this view; “It gave us time to regroup our thoughts, go to the bathroom and just unwind a little”

The Stat’s for the year
FEB/MAR 11 : Held at the Wakefield Private Hospital in Wellington. The venue worked extremely well.

Part 1   MCQs  34 Candidates sat 34 receiving over the 75%  pass mark                    
Part 2  Objective structured clinical examination (OSCE’s)
35 Candidates sat  29 Candidates passed the part 2 registration exam. 
This gave us an almost 83% pass rate.

Each station was designed to name then test or prepare some equipment that is usually handled by technicians. 

Some points of concern:

· The depth of knowledge of the candidates with regard to paediatric anaesthesia.

·  Insufficient knowledge relating to the safe positioning of patients for surgical procedures.

· Basic life support (BLS). 

In light of the apparent weakness in BLS, it has been agreed by the NZATS Executive that all students presenting for the Registration Examination must produce a current CPR Certificate; Current meaning - no less than six months old, Level 4 or above.

Students will need to ensure they are up to date with the current guidelines that govern our practice.

The examiners also raised concerns about to the lack of structure of some of the answers given by candidates; students should be encouraged to practice structuring their answers

SEPT 11

 This exam was held at Palmerston North Hospital which as always is a great venue with fabulous support.
Part 1 MCQs:  5 Candidates sat, 5 receiving over 75% pass mark                    

Part 2   OSCEs: 10 candidates sat 5 re sits from previous exams, 8 successful passes    

Students need to ensure that when studying for registration exams they practice writing things down, your answers need to be legible and with correct spelling. Another point to note is there was concern that the students are not reading the questions properly.

Be specific when writing down your points do not use the same answers or generalisations for numerous questions, the examiners will be looking for a different answer to each question.

Examiners also noted that students seemed unfamiliar with checking there machine in blocks. Due to the structure of the OCSES it is important that students practice each test individually.          

So there has been lots of exciting work done this year, many improvements made and many people involved. 
I want to thank you all for giving up your own time to ensure the on going development and strengthening of our profession.
Nicola Smith–Guerin, NZATS Exam Co-ordinator.

