Chairpersons Report 2011
Annual General Meeting NZATS

5 meetings of the NZATS Executive were held following the 2010 Annual General Meeting.

This year I have been able to attend regional meetings in Rotorua, Christchurch and Auckland. Other members of the Executive have also attended some of these meetings. These regional meetings are an excellent venue to disseminate information, meet members and to listen to concerns and issues. I have found my attendance at Regional Meetings rewarding and a pleasure to attend. 
This year, in June at the lower North Island Regional meeting, we trailed and had a very successful half day education meeting the following day. NZATS sees this as great opportunity for members and non members to gain education which in the future could be used for their CPD.   

There is a large list of people and organisations I would like to thank for their time and expertise over the past year. These include elected members of the

Executive and the representatives from the NZNC of ANZCA, Dr Malcolm Stuart and the NZSA, Dr Andrew Warmington. National Assessors, Examiners for the Registration Exams, markers for AUT papers, and Work Place Assessors, Trade support and the many anaesthetic technicians and anaesthetists involved with block courses are all thanked for their contribution to our profession.

The Financial position of NZATS has been managed successfully with income

received from registration, website advertising and for the first 5 months  of the year from overseas applications for membership. Later you will hear from the Treasurer, Mike Powell, a more detailed report on how the NZATS is financially.
We currently have 550 financial members of the NZATS!

HPCAA Regulation
As I am sure you are all aware, with the news last November that the Minister had agreed that Anaesthetic Technicians should become regulated health professionals under the HPCAAct 2003. The Medical Sciences Council of New Zealand will now be responsible for regulating Anaesthetic Technicians from the 1st April 2012. The Medical Sciences council has updated their website to reflect this and all information that you require to register yourself with the Council can be found on the website. 
Allied Health Professional Association Forum
As mentioned in the June Newsletter, NZATS is now a member of the Allied Health Professional Association Forum. This forum will enable NZATS to be involved and help in important decisions or events that are occurring in other allied health professions around New Zealand. 
NZNO Representation

Early this year Karen Bennett and I met with representatives of the Perioperative College of the NZNO continuing the professional relationship between the two organisations.
Training Hospitals

There are 24 hospitals recognised as NZATS approved training hospitals and this has not changed since 2008. 101 trainees have current membership with NZATS.
The annual Training Hospital Survey’s were sent out and replies to these were excellent. Only a few issues surrounding adherence to training regulations were raised from the feedback gathered. These have now been addressed and there are no concerns for any of the training hospitals.

In the future these surveys will be sent out by the Medical Sciences Council as they will now be responsible for the accreditation of training hospitals throughout New Zealand, this will be from April 2012.
Registration Examinations
Again there have been 2 two registration examinations this year, with a pleasing pass rate. The first, took place in Wellington at Wakefield Hospital and the second, at Palmerston North Hospital. Nicola Smith-Guerin, the NZATS examination officer will give a more detailed report later. 
Newsletter
Regular issues of the NZATS newsletter have been printed to provide an

educational and information conduit for the membership. Members are encouraged to contribute to the newsletter content via the PR/Communications Executive member. 
Appointment of Paid secretarial services and offices
I am delighted to inform you that NZATS has secured office space with secretarial support commencing 1st December this year. The offices will be located alongside the New Zealand Society of Anaesthetists (NZSA) in central Wellington. Our secretary will provide a much needed centralization of NZATS business administration providing the members with support for the future of the society. More details will be released after the 1st December regarding the role and expectations of this new venture. 
As I mentioned during my opening address, with the impending regulation of Anaesthetic Technicians under the HPCAAct by the Medical Sciences Council of New Zealand, it is a new era our profession is entering. It is at this time that your professional body, the NZATS, needs to ensure the high academic and involvement of those dedicated to the profession is continued. This can only happen with your continued membership of this society.

I wish to thank you all for attending the annual general meeting.

